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The Conflict of Laws Relating to Bills and Notes. By Ernest H. 
Lorenzen, Professor of Roman Law and Comparative Jurispru- 
dence in the School of Law, Yale University, New Haven: Yale 
University Press. 1919. pp. 337. $5.00. 

The author has rendered a valuable service in collating and 
sharply contrasting many of the important differences existing under 
the various judicial systems relating to bills and notes. The three 
principles of these systems he designates as the French, the German, 
and the Anglo-American. 

The "French" group comprises the Argentine Eepublic, Bolivia, 
Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Egypt, France, Greece, Guatemala, 
Hayti, Luxemburg, Mexico, Netherlands, Nicaragua, Panama, Para- 
guay, Serbia, Turkey, Uruguay. 

The "German" group comprises Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria, 
Denmark, Germany, Italy, Japan, Norway, Peru, Portugal, Rumania, 
Russia, Sweden, Switzerland, Venezuela. 

So inconvenient have these discrepancies proved in international 
intercourse that the matter has been deemed worthy of international 
legislation, and a Uniform Law of Bills and Notes was adopted in 
1912 by a conference held at The Hague, which, however, has never 
been actually ratified even by the Powers signatory thereto. 

This proposed Uniform Law our author contrasts with the English 
Bills of -Exchange Act and the American Uniform Negotiable Instru- 
ments Act. 

If the book contained no more than its excellent presentation of 
the many sharp contrasts between the Hague Law and the Anglo- 
American Laws, it would make a valuable contribution. But this part 
of the work is merely preliminary to a painstaking analysis and dis- 
cussion of the differences of opinion prevalent among the various 
groups before mentioned upon the particular topic of the Conflict 
of Laws as applied to bills and notes, with pertinent suggestions as 
to how and to what extent these differences may and ought to be 
reconciled in the interests of uniformity and the convenience of in- 
ternational commerce. 

The book is not light reading, nor intended to be. It is a careful 
study of a concrete condition which, if not thoroughly worked out, 
might seriously obstruct international trade. Mr. Lorenzen is to be 
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congratulated on a constructive bit of work which should be of dis- 
tinct value in helping us to reach sound conclusions upon many 
of the problems he has discussed. 

Rausigh C. Minor. 



War Book of the University of Wisconsin. By Members of the 
Faculty. Madison: University of Wisconsin. 1918. pp. 266. 
Price, 50 cents. 

During the academic year 1917-18 the faculty of the University 
of Wisconsin prepared a series of articles on the war which were 
published separately by the University and widely circulated. These 
articles did much at the time to unite public opinion in Wisconsin 
and elsewhere in support of the war; and as there has been a con- 
tinued demand since their first publication, a committee of the faculty 
has collected the original issues and arranged them in a single volume. 
In its present form the book traces the steps by which the United 
States was transformed in less than three years from a peaceful nation 
to a democracy in arms fighting for its very existence. It is divided 
into five parts, dealing with the following questions: (1) responsi- 
bility for the war; (2) Germany's methods of warfare; (3) the na- 
ture and causes of the German militaristic spirit; (4) America's 
entrance into the war, and finally (5) the fundamental issues of 
the war. 

Since the original articles were published as war pamphlets to 
influence public opinion in favor of the war, the book in its present 
form should be judged in the light of its original purpose. The 
reader, therefore, will regard it not as a presentation of both sides of 
a great issue, but rather as the plea of advocates who justly felt that 
their own countrymen had been deceived by foreign propagandists 
and were not fully alive to the real issues involved. This does not 
mean that the chapters comprising the volume are not, in general, 
presented in a fair, painstaking and critical spirit. In fact, the great 
majority of the papers bear evidence of careful study, a comprehen- 
sive grasp of the issues raised, and they are generally well written. 
As war documents go, it would be difficult to find a clearer or juster 
statement of our cause. But, as with all war publications, its value 
is limited by its purpose; and since that purpose is to state the case 



